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Macerata, 05/11/2018 Macerata Opera 4.0
Second Edition
International competition for contemporary musical theatre projects!
The aim of the Competition named Macerata Opera 4.0 /#rossodesiderio is to select one project 
for contemporary musical theatre or installation, to be staged during the 2019 Macerata Opera 
Festival. The competition is held in collaboration with Opera Europa, RomaEuropa and 
Rassegna di Nuova Musica, 
The competition welcomes musical theatre projects (opera, musical theatre performance, 
installation, audiovisual project, dance, video art, etc.) with a strong musical component and a 
libretto. The project is to be connected with the 2019 Macerata Opera Festival theme 
#rossodesiderio. 
Over the 2018-2020 period, the Macerata Opera Festival artistic programme is based on the 
concepts of city/polis and community/territory, every year linking up a colour and an emotion. 
In 2018, #verdesperanza (green as hope) focused on the ties between cities and the 
environment, reflecting on man's vulnerability in the face of natural disasters (as in the 2016 
earthquakes which struck Macerata and all of Central Italy), but also on his responsibility in 
causing negative effects. This theme offered opportunities for positive debates on reconstruction, 
both in factual and abstract terms: nature, natural phenomena, sustainability, environmental 
care, green (as related to youth, growth, rebirth) were all discussed.

The 2019 festival is dedicated to #rossodesiderio (red as desire): blood, passion, violence but 
also energy, love and life are key words for the forthcoming Festival.
With this theme, the Festival aims to further explore human feelings through the colours of our 
world, highlighting their substance, their structure and vibrancy: they can turn violent and harsh, 
but in the end they will always restore vitality, positivity, warmth, love.
The three operas to be staged at the Sferisterio in 2019 have been chosen precisely along the 
lines above: Carmen (desire/jealousy), Macbeth (desire/power), Rigoletto (desire/possession). 
Projects for Macerata Opera 4.0 shall revolve along the same theme in creative, contemporary 
ways.  
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Project All projects must include live performances. In the case of installation, video art or use 
of multimedia, pre-recorded music can be used but at least 3 performances with live 
music have to be included.
Participants can apply as individual artists, as a team or an association, either based in 
Italy or abroad. All participants must be under 35 years of age as of 11 August 2019.
The project must be brand new, never performed before. It can feature excerpts from 
existing productions or texts, but the final version sent for the competition must be new.
The awarded project shall be staged during the Macerata Opera Festival at the Lauro 
Rossi theatre (plans are attached). The theatre space can be used in non-conventional 
ways. Based on the awarded project features, the Festival Management reserves the 
right to stage the performance elsewhere. Performances will be scheduled between 15 
July and 11 August 2019, and will have to provide a preview on 20 July 2019 at 17:00 
and a minimum of 3 performances with dates to be defined at the discretion of the 
Festival, on the days of the event (from 19 July to 11 August 2019). In the case of 
installations or video art, performances can be requested to run all through the Festival.
Duration shall be between 60 and 75 minutes. 
Macerata Opera Festival offers 25,000 euros for the performance production (invoice 
shall include conformity costs). The overall amount is to be used for:

• Staging and production costs
• Creative team fees (gross)
• Artists' fees (gross)
• Instruments
• Travel, accommodation and boarding.

The Macerata Opera Festival shall take care of technical setup at the Lauro Rossi 
theatre (or a different venue, when applicable) and can provide support in solving 
technical and organizational issues.

Jury The awarded project shall be selected by the following Jury:

1. Giorgio Battistelli (President), composer, 

2. Fabrizio Grifasi, Artistic Director of RomaEuropa,

3. Emanuele Masi, Artistic Director of Bolzano Danza, Fondazione Haydn,

4. Stefania Monteverde, City Councillor for Culture, Municipality of Macerata,

5. Luciano Messi, General Manager of Associazione Arena Sferisterio,

6. Barbara Minghetti, Artistic Director of Macerata Opera Festival,

7. Francesco Lanzillotta, Music Director of Macerata Opera Festival,

8. Nicholas Payne, General Manager of Opera Europa,

9. Gianluca Gentili Artistic Director of Rassegna di Musica Nuova,

10.Matteo Marziano Graziano, winner of the first edition of the Macerata Opera 4.0 
competition
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Projects will be first of all analysed for their artistic quality and feasibility. Three finalists 
will be selected among all projects received: the three creative teams will be invited to 
Macerata on 16 March 2019, for a presentation of the project and its technical aspects.

Each presentation shall last approximately 30 minutes, either in Italian or in English.

On the same day, the winner will be announced and a press conference will be held 
immediately after the announcement. 

Selection by the Jury can in no way be questioned. 

The winner will then meet the Macerata Opera Festival staff to analyse potential 
problems for the organization and production of the performance. The Festival 
reserves the right to request some changes, should they be deemed necessary.

Important dates - 31 January 2019: call is closed

- Before 28 February 2019: projects are reviewed and three finalists are selected

- 16 March 2019: presentations in Macerata by the creative teams for the three finalists

- 16 March 2019: winner is announced

- 20 July 2019, 5 p.m.: preview

- 15 July-11 August 2019: performance is staged.

Competition Rules Applications may be sent by post or handed in directly at the Associazione Arena Sferisterio. 
Postal address is as follows:
Associazione Arena Sferisterio, via S. Maria della Porta 65, 62100 Macerata, Italy.
Applications can also be submitted online using this form: www.sferisterio.it/progetto-macerata-
opera-4-0-2019/. All applications shall be sent before 12 a.m., 31 January 2019. 
Applications sent or received after the deadline will be rejected. 
If applications are sent by post, they have to be received by the same date and time 
above.
Submissions shall include:
a) Application form, to be downloaded online (www.sferisterio.it)
b) General description of the project (authors, topic, music, dramaturgy, choreography)
c) Libretto (if applicable)
d) Score (if applicable)
e) Description of stage direction, production, storyboard, images, drawings
f) List of participants and roles (if applicable)
g) Bionotes of the creative team members
h) Audiovisual material describing the project (to be provided on a USB stick when projects are 
handed in directly)
i) Request for rehearsals (if applicable)
l) Technical sheets. 
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Submitted materials will not be returned.
 

The participants commit to guarantee the intellectual property of the submitted 
projects, and grant the MOF the rights to make video and audio recordings of the 
project and to use this material for promotional purposes free of charge.
The intellectual property of the project will remain with the authors, while the MOF 
will remain the owner of the staging material and equipment, the video recordings 
and the installation.

Personal data processing In accordance with the first paragraph of Article 10, Law 31.12.96 n.675, the applicants' 
personal data will be collected by the Macerata Opera Festival only for the purpose of 
this call.
Participating in the Competition implies full and unconditional acceptance of the 
provisions of this call.
For any dispute, the competent court will be the tribunal of Macerata.
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